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October 5™ through 11"
is Fire Prevention
Week.

To protect your home,
follow these guidelines.

« Beware of leaving
flammables on or near
the stove, including
paper plates, plastic
bags, pot holders and
oven mitts.

» Don't leave the kitchen
when you are using the
stovetop or broiling in
the oven. If you have to
answer the door or tend
to the children, turn the
stove off until you get
back.

According to a poll by the
Associated Press and

Ipsos, 34 percent of people

believe in ghosts.

19 percent believe in
witches and spells.

20 percent say they are at

least somewhat
superstitious. The most
admitted superstition was
the good luck four-leaf
clover.

» Watch your candles.
Use a proper candle
holder and place it
away from flammables.
Extinguish the candle if
you will be out of the
room for a time or when
you leave the house.

* Immediately replace
any damaged electrical
cords. If you have small
children, install tamper-
resistant electrical
receptacles.

» Keep lamps and light
bulbs away from
curtains, bedding and
anything else that can
burn.

* Install and test your
fire alarms and carbon
monoxide alarms.

* Turn off space heaters
when you go to bed or
leave a room for any
length of time.

* If you smoke, do it
outside. Never smoke in
a house where oxygen
is present. Keep any
lighters or matches
locked up out of the
reach of children.

Residential fire deaths
occur most frequently
between midnight and 4
a.m. when the smoke
and darkness can cause
confusion.
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"Honestly, do you really think anyone will
be interested in what you write every

day, Blog?"



In Florida, you're in
trouble if you shatter more
than three dishes per day,
or chip the edges of more

than four cups and/or
saucers. If you get your
kicks tossing plates, don't
try it from any window
above the ground floor of
a house or apartment in
Freeport, Illinois.

We've begun to notice
again recently that
many people’s door
locks are installed
upside down. You may
not think it matters, but
it could if parts inside
your lock wear out.

If you insert your key

with the teeth (jagged
part of the key) pointed
down, your lock is
installed upside down.

If the springs inside the
lock wear out, your key
will not cause the pins
to align properly and

open the door. With the
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Vacuum cleaners still pull
the dirt and dust out of
carpets, which was their
original job, but they've
come a long way.

They were the object of
inventors' dreams for
some 50 years before the
Hoover Company came
into being. Hoover
produced and marketed
the first commercially
successful vacuum
cleaner in 1908.

In 1869, Ives McGaffey
patented a vacuum
"sweeping machine," the
first devise that cleaned
rugs, but nothing was
heard from him after that.

Later, a patent was
issued to Corinne Dufour
for a device that sucked
dust into a wet sponge.

In 1901, David Kenney's
huge machine was
carried to a homeowner's
cellar and connected to a
network of pipes leading
to each room of the
house. His corps of
cleaners moved the big
machine from house to
house.

lock installed the other
way, the key can still
push the pins up
properly even if the
springs were not there.

It is a simple matter to
re-install the lock
correctly.
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By 1907, James Spangler,
a janitor in a Canton, Ohio
department store decided
that dust from the carpet
sweeper he used was
making him cough. He took
an old fan motor and
attached it to a soap box
stapled to a broom handle.
He added a pillow case as
a dust collector. After
improvements, he received
a patent in 1908 and began
making and selling vacuum
cleaners from his Electric
Suction Sweeper
Company.

One of the first units was
bought by Susan Hoover, a
family friend. Her husband,
William Hoover, saw the
machine's potential and
bought the patent from
Spangler.

The Hoover Company's
marketing of its Model O
was a great success,
especially because of the
free-trial period.

Before long, there was a
Hoover vacuum cleaner in
most American homes.
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In previous parts of this series, we've
talked about your dream and
communicating that to your contractor.
We've touched on the initial meeting with
the contractor. In this part, we will with
how to determine who (and how many) to
call in the first place.

Why shouldn’t I just call a whole bunch of
contractors in the yellow pages? The first
three to arrive to look at the work can all
bid on the job and we’ll give it to the one
with the lowest price.

Firstly, you will probably discover that
many good contractors do not advertise in
the yellow pages. The best way to find a
contractor is to ask your friends, co-
workers, and relatives. You will get a list
of names of contractors they liked and
didn’t like. You would be wise to start
there.

Secondly, making the process a race will
probably make it more likely that you do
not get the best contractor. Because they
are able to respond quickly might be
because they are large enough that the
person who arrives is a salesman rather
than anyone connected with the work. If
that’s the sized company for which you
are looking, terrific. If not, the contractor
might not be busy (and it is generally true
that the best contractors are busy).

Also, many contractors will simply walk
away from your job if they sense that it is
this sort of competition.

Thirdly, why three? Why not one, two,
ten? At some point, we've all heard this
adage. We've heard that you should give
the work to the lowest priced contractor.
We've also heard that you should throw
out the high and low and give it to the one
in the middle.

I'd like to suggest that the smarter way to
go about the process is to start with one
contractor at a time.

"Scary" Feline

ACross

1. "Monty Python" airer

4. Pincer

9. 100%

10. Biblical king

11. Former Portuguese
colony in India

12. About to explode

13. Building material

15. Currently fashion
able

16. Japanese drinks

18. Running

20. Russian Country
houses

23. 0ohed and __

25."__ we having fun
yet?"

26. Backbone

27. "Harper Valley __ "

28. Small sample

29. Road curve

Down

1. Captures

2. Smudge

3.Santa __

4. "My Little __", film
5. Brave

6. Victorian, for one

10

11

12

13 14

21 |22

23 24

25

26

27

28

29

7. French novelist Pierre
8. Gulf of _, off the
coast of Yemen
14. Rhythmical
17. Oval or square
18. Brewer's equipment
19. California wine valley
21. ___and sciences
22. Caribbean
and others
24. Towel stitching
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The headlineisaclueto the
answer in the diagonal.

You've already listened to the
recommendations of your friends,
relatives, etc. Pick one of the
recommendations that you think might
be a fit and meet with that contractor.

Start through their process, evaluating
whether they might be a good fit for you
and your project.

Along the way, you may change your
mind about some of the project
specifics. If you decide that they will not
fit your project, you will have a lot more
information for the next contractor on
your list.

This may seem like a slower way to
proceed, but | submit that the goal is to
get a better end result rather than a
quicker result.

“Strength is the ability
to break a chocolate
bar into four pieces
with your bare hands,
and then eat just one
of those pieces.”

- Judith Viorst
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We've all heard horror
stories about people
coming home from a trip
to find a water disaster
in their home. Here are
a few ways to help
prevent that happening
to you.

 Shut off the main water
valve. This is the best
protection for burst
pipes and other
catastrophic water
damage.

It also may be a good
idea to turn off your
water heater. Ifitis
electric, this is as easy
as flipping the proper
circuit breaker. Ifitis
natural gas or propane,
you will have to turn off
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Recently, we've come
across a few sources
for replacement window
parts.

It is good to know that it
may not be necessary
to replace your
windows if they do not
function very well.
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the knob on the
thermostat (and, of
course, relight the pilot
when you return).

#

» Test your sump pump.
This is as easy as
getting a bucket (or
two) of water and
dumping it into your
sump pit. Raise the
water in the pit enough
to get the pump to turn
on and make sure it
pumps the water out

properly.

» Check your gutters
and downspouts. In the
event of a large rain
storm, clogged gutters
or misplaced
downspouts can let a
huge amount of water

We have also come
across some
techniques to re-build
windows that do not tilt
in to make them do so.

We have not, yet, had
an occasion to try these
techniques, but they
should be less

seep down near your
foundation and into
your basement.

To save a little money,
make a quick trip
around your house
unplugging those
devices that use
electricity even when
not on, like DVD
players, microwave
ovens, coffee makers,
and computers.

If you didn’t decide to
turn off your water
heater, perhaps you
should consider turning
the thermostat all the
way down to save the

energy, anyway.

expensive than a
replacement window
and will keep the
original look of your
existing windows
because they ARE your
existing window sashes
and trim.




